
What Woodland is that?

Sub-community profile: Salmon Gum and Gimlet

On mid slopes and flat plains within the central 
and western Wheatbelt you can find Eucalyptus 
salmonophloia (Salmon Gum) and Gimlet on 
clay and clay loam soils, forming one of the 
Wheatbelt woodland sub-communities. 

The understorey can include acacia and/or melaleuca 
scrub, chenopods, mallee or herbs, and some common 
species include Santalum acuminatum, Acacia erinacea, 
Acacia merrallii, Exocarpos aphyllus, Melaleuca adnata, 
M. pauperiflora, Olearia muelleri and Rhagodia preissii. 
There may also be other eucalypts present, including  
E. loxophleba, E. longicornis and E capillosa. 

In the east, Salmon Gum (Eucalyptus salmonophloia) 
is found on broad valleys of calcareous and red loams, 
while in the west it can be found on plains, low hills and 
upper slopes on red clay loam or clay, red sand, sand 
over clay (often with gravel) and granitic soils.

Salmon gum grow to 25 m, and have smooth bark that is 
silver grey in winter-spring and becomes a salmon pink to 
coppery colour in summer-autumn. It has white flowers 
that have been recorded in Jan, Feb, May, August-Oct. 

Gimlets (Eucalyptus salubris) are found on undulating 
plains, slopes and loam patches on valley floors in red 
clay loam, red loam, yellow or red sand or laterite.

Gimlets grow to 15m, with smooth, shiny and seasonally 
colourful bark – from grey to green to reddish-brown. 
Whilst the bark is smooth, the trunk is often grooved. 
The adult leaves are narrow and a very glossy green. It 
has white-cream flowers from spring to summer, or from 
summer to autumn.

Salmon gum and gimlet both support black-cockatoo 
populations (including Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo), 
providing hollows for nesting.

You can read more information on Salmon Gum and 
Gimlet at: 

https://naturemap.dbca.wa.gov.au/resources/acc/
communities/SALMON_GUM/Salmon_Gum_and_Gimlet.
htm

https://naturemap.dbca.wa.gov.au/resources/
acc/communities/SALMON_GUM/Eucalyptus_
salmonophloia_(Salmon_Gum)_Woodland.htm
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This project is supported by Wheatbelt NRM through funding from the National Landcare Program

Salmon Gum and Gimlet woodland with healthy understorey.

Salmon Gum and Gimlet woodland that would benefit from stock exclusion to allow regeneration of understorey.


