
Wind erosion management at 
Watervalley Farm

Project Snapshot

Project Name: Wind erosion management at 
Watervalley Farm

Objective of the project: Liming and Serradella 
production

Land Manager Names: Brian Praetz

Property Name: Watervalley

Property Size: 1300ha

Location: Corrigin (35kms from Corrigin)

Annual Rainfall (mm): 350mm

Enterprise Mix: Grazing, cropping and 
pastures

Soil Types/Vegetation Types: Predominantly Sandy Duplex

Local Community Group: Corrigin Farm Improvement 
Group
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Key messages
• Applying lime at rates appropriate to 

soil pH is important for improving soil 
health and improving productivity.

• When making decisions about 
stocking rates, it is important for 
farmers to consider the capability 
of their land to avoid problems 
associated with over-grazing.

Northam
Merredin

Southern Cross

Brian and Natalie Praetz 

Lime Trial Site at Watervalley Farm
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The story so far

With the help of his partner Natalie and children, Jack, Jasmyn 
and Cody, Brian Praetz owns and operates Watervalley farm 
near Corrigin in Western Australia. Watervalley is one of the 
earliest established properties in the Corrigin area being the 
site for one of the first schools in the district.

Brian has been trialling a variety of alternative agricultural 
practices since 2008 when he planted Oil Mallee, Saltbush 
and Lucerne, which were funded by Wheatbelt NRM’s 
predecessor, the Avon Catchment Council. 

Improved Pastures

Brian learnt about Wheatbelt NRM’s Soil 
Conservation Incentive Program (SCIP) 
funding through the local media and was 
keen to try Serradella as a perennial pasture. 
With many farmers currently cropping year 
after year, Brian was keen to trial pastures 
as a way of spelling and resting the land. 
Serradella was in very short supply in 2011 
following a previous bad season so Brian 
sowed Dalkeith Sub-Clover instead and by  
September was doing very well, at times 
reaching up to Brian’s knees.

The Dalkeith Clover has proved very beneficial for building 
groundcover and preventing erosion as well as providing 
valuable fodder for sheep that Brian runs on an agistment 
basis for his neighbour and mentor, Lex Stone.

Sustainable farming trials

In 2012, Brian sought additional funding through SCIP  and 
undertook Lime trials in conjunction with Serradella. 

In April 2012, Lime was applied at varying rates to a 20 
hectare paddock that had been divided into 4 x 5 Ha strips. 

The Lime was applied at rates of 1 tonne, 2 tonnes and 3 
tonnes per hectare. One 5 Ha strip had no lime applied as a 
control. Serradella was seeded over the 20Ha plot on May 
27 2012.

Brian has found the trials invaluable for broadening his 
own knowledge while allowing for the dissemination of 
knowledge to farmers also keen to farm in a sustainable way. 
Each project in which Brian has been involved has sought to 
address specific issues currently being experienced on the 
farm and due to the funding involved, there is an obligation 
to make the project a success.

Lessons learnt
As a result of the projects, Brian has become 
far more pragmatic about when to have stock 
on the property and more careful about how 
and when the land is grazed. Brian believes 
that it is important to not rush, be aware 
of the environment and take notice of the 
changing seasons.

“Farmers need to be efficient with inputs, 
follow established patterns while being 
targeted about activities”, Brian said.

Brian seeks to farm sustainably and takes a long term view 
(10 to 15 years) in relation to how he manages his property. 
As a predominantly city-based farmer, Brian is looking to 
move to the farm in the long term and is keen to ensure that 
the farm is passed on to his children in a better state than 
when acquired by him.

Oil Mallee Plantings at Watervalley farm

“Brian believes that 
it is important to not 
rush, be aware of the 
environment and take 
notice of the changing 
seasons.”
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